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MALAWI TAIMWAN/CHIMNA,
WHAT THE DOCTOR ORDERED

T'w corruption trial of Malawi's former President Bakili
Muluzi ar the Blantyre High Court exposes the lack of
transparency and good governance in Taiwan's aid o African
countries. Bakili Muluzi, 69, stands accused of misappropriating
US512 million in aid from international donors, Part of that sum,
according to Malawi's Anti-Corruption Bureauw (ACB), originates
from the Taiwanese government; the rest came mainly from Libya
and Moroceo, Mulazi, a Muslim, maintained a tight relationship
with Colonel Moammar el Gadaffi, whe is also said o have
given him more than 5200000, Justce MacLean Kamwambe
adjourned the trial on 17 March, duee to concern about Muluzi's
health, and it is slated to resume in May. Muluzi's defence team is
now challenging the implementation of the Corrupt Practices Act,
claiming that it is being applied retroactively.

The bigzest difference between Malawi’s current President,
Bingu wa Mutharika, and his predecessor in diplomatic terms is
loyalty to China. During his ten years and two terms as President
(199:4-2004), Muluzi cultivated ties with Taiwan, and it was only
after Mutharika's election that China took precedence, rapidly
becoming Malawi'’s bigeest foreign investor.,

Even when China was gaining ground in Africa in the lawe
19810, Muluzi lobbied for Taiwan's representatives to be allowed
to attend world summits, In 2002, he told the the World Summit
on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg that Taiwan
deserved international recognition. Muluz continued the policies
of Malawi’s first President, Hastings Kamuzu Banda, o medical
doctor who refused to recognize China's communist regime,
Muluzis relationship with Taiwan went bevond diplomacy. In
1999, a Taiwanese university awarded him an honorary doctorate
degree; since then, Muluzi prefers to be addressed as "Doctor’,

Soon after President Mutharika took power in 2004, his
government made overtures to China, To dissuade him from that
course, the Taipei government invited the new President and
members of his cabinet to Taiwan. Upon his return, Mutharika
told journalists that Taiwan had given Malawi money, and he was
showing it: *But if some were also given such money whenever
they visited Taiwan, ask them where the money was going. With
me | have made my declaration.’

ACB Director Alexius Nampota says that under Muluzi the
diplomatic dividends were diverted from development projects
into personal bank accounts. Farmer Ambassador to Japan John
Chikagoisawitness for the prosecution. He turned state's evidence
after the ACB accused him of advising Muluzi to misappropriate
funds. In 2008, Muluzi's lawyver, Fahad Assani, argued that the
funds concerned were not public, but were privately raised for an
electoral campaign. He added that some of the money had been
given by Muluzi to Mutharika.

Despite Muluzi's support and endorsement, Mutharika was
one of the first to accuse his predecessor. After trying o change
the constitution in 2002 so that he could stand for a third term
in office, Muluzi stood down. He had, however, planned to allow
Mutharika only a term, so that he could return in the 2009
elections. In 2008, only a few days after Muluzi had declared his
candidacy, the ACB announced he would be tried for corruption.

Diplomatic relations with Taiwan ended in 2007, Mutharika
later demanded that Taiwanese officials testify against Muluzi,
After they refused, all Taiwanese were told to leave the country.
Libyan officials were also asked wo testify. They also refused - and
closed their embassy. In 2008, Muluzi asked Taipei for campaign
funds, although opponents say he had met Chinese officials earlier
in secret. Neither government gave him anything.
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